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Viqueque Geelong Friendship House ~ Uma Maun Alin

By Jose Soares, Coordinator
Background
In April 2004 Christian College Geelong visited Viqueque on a friendship trip. They identified a vacant building and received permission to renovate it as the Viqueque Friendship House. It is called Uma Maun Alin (Friendship House). It also operates as a community friendship house. It has become the hub and base from which Geelong based projects can operate from. Jose Soares volunteered there on various projects since 2004 and he from 2008 onwards he has been employed as the Friendship House Coordinator.
In September 2004 the City of Greater Geelong formalised their relationship with the District of Viqueque by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding in Timor Leste.
Projects
2004
1. Volunteer group to help local schools (all year) – volunteers from Uma Maun Alin painted school walls and fixed the chairs and doors. Christian College Geelong supplied the materials to assist this program.
2. Library and Water Tank at SMA Liceu 4 September (September 2004) – renovated the library building and supplied a new roof.
3. Women’s Sewing Group began (is still ongoing) – two groups of women use the sewing room in Uma Maun Alin. One group is supported by the Alola Foundation. The other group is supported by Christian College Geelong. Both groups sew school uniforms and other official uniforms. Also bags and baby’s clothing amongst many other things.
2005
4.  Viqueque students visited Geelong – in February, March and April these third year students attended Christian College Geelong Senior School classes and were billeted with school families for 3 months.
5. Water for the community in Beobe in Sucaer Oan (2005) – provided a water tank
6. Water for the community in Luca Oan (2005) - renovated the water tap (fonteneira)
7. Eye operations (cataracts) – provided by Lions Club Geelong for about 30 Viqueque people
2006
8. Soccer Field (Made in January 2006, official opening in February 2006) – at Uma Kiik in the community of Beobe
9. Generator and steriliser donated to the Viqueque Hospital March 2006 – by Lions Club Geelong
10. Creados visited Geelong in April 2006 – Howard Williams from Christian College Geelong found these surviving creados and organised for their visit to Australia to coincide with ANZAC Day celebrations
2007
11. Helping the Viqueque Hospital – over the years we have given them materials such as nurse’s pouches (including fob watches and scissors), beds/sheets, mosquito nets, babies’ clothes and a set of scales to weigh the babies.
12. Building a new school at Talibelanda and Kraras - Christian College Geelong was approached to help support the building of these schools. They received permission from the Department of Education to proceed. The school well at Talibelanda was done in September 2005. The building of Kraras began in 2008. The school was officially opened in June 2010, but classes had commenced in January 2010. 
2008
13. Helping the Orphanage (2008-9) – given some mosquito nets and the Christian College Geelong school students have knitted blankets (done in 2009 too).
14. Friendship visit (September)
2009
15. Friendship visit (July)
16. Kraras School negotiations – visit from Christian College Geelong to organise contractors to build the new school.
2010
17. Kindergarten at Uma Maun Alin – in January 2010 a teacher was employed to run the kindergarten and he is assisted by four volunteers (Juliana, Nurlinda, Venancia and Lucia). Approximately 30 children attend every day
18. Education at Uma Maun Alin - focusing on basic English for local children in the afternoons.
19. Computer Classes – focusing on skills to use different computer programs. Two classes are run every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon for different levels. Certificates are given after a 3 month course. 2 courses have been completed so far.
20. Geelong volunteers visit June-September - stay in Viqueque accommodation and help the community projects: sewing group, kindergarten, English classes.
